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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy

10 CFR Part 490

[Docket No. EE–RM–99–507]

RIN 1904–AA98

Alternative Fuel Transportation
Program; Requirements for Private and
Local Government Fleets

AGENCY: Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy, Department of
Energy (DOE).
ACTION: Advance notice of proposed
rulemaking; extension of deadlines.

SUMMARY: The Department of Energy is
extending the deadline for a rulemaking
regarding alternative fueled vehicle
acquisition requirements for private and
local government fleets. The Energy
Policy Act of 1992 (Pub. L. 102–486)
allows the Department to extend the
deadlines established under the Act and
requires publication of a notice of the
extension in the Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Kenneth R. Katz, Program Manager,
Office of Energy Efficiency and
Renewable Energy (EE–34), U.S.
Department of Energy, 1000
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC 20585. (202) 586–9171.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Energy Policy Act of 1992 (Pub. L. 102–
486) authorizes DOE to pursue a
rulemaking concerning alternative
fueled vehicle acquisition requirements
for private and local government fleets.
Section 507(g) provides for a
rulemaking, which was to be completed
by January 1, 2000. As part of that
rulemaking, section 507(c) of the Act
required DOE to publish an Advance
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(ANOPR) to begin a rulemaking process
to evaluate and examine the Act’s
replacement fuel goals and to determine
whether alternative fueled vehicle
(AFV) acquisition requirements for
private and local government fleets are
necessary to achieve the Act’s energy
security and other goals. 42 U.S.C.
13256(c).

DOE published an ANOPR for the
purposes described in section 507(c) on
April 17, 1998. 63 FR 19372. This notice
was intended to stimulate comments to
assist DOE in making decisions
concerning future rulemaking actions
and non-regulatory initiatives to
promote alternative fuels and alternative
fueled vehicles. Three hearings were
held to receive oral comments on the
ANOPR. They were held on May 20,

1998, in Los Angeles, California; on May
28, 1998, in Minneapolis, Minnesota;
and on June 4, 1998, in Washington, DC.
A total of 110 persons spoke at the three
hearings, and/or submitted written
comments which were to be received by
July 16, 1998.

Section 507(h) provides that ‘‘The
Secretary may, by notice published in
the Federal Register, extend the
deadlines established under subsections
(e), (f)(2), and (g) for an additional 90
days if the Secretary is unable to meet
such deadlines. Such extension shall
not be reviewable.’’ By publication of
this notice, DOE is hereby extending the
deadlines established under subsections
(e), (f)(2), and (g), from January 1, 2000,
for an additional 90 days.

The extension of the deadlines is
necessary so that DOE can comply with
the requirements for intergovernmental
consultation as specified in Executive
Order 13132 and a Federal Register
Notice of final statement of policy (62
FR 12820, March 18, 1997). Section 6 of
Executive Order 13132, Federalism (64
FR 43255, August 10, 1999), specifies
the consultation process that each
agency must undertake to ensure
meaningful and timely input by State
and local officials in the development of
regulatory policies that may have
federalism implications. The Notice of
final statement of policy publishes DOE
policy on intergovernmental
consultation under the Unfunded
Mandates Reform Act of 1995. Section
III of that notice specifies the process
that DOE must take when proposing a
significant intergovernmental mandate
on State, local, or tribal governments.
DOE will also finalize its required
regulatory analyses during this 90-day
time frame.

DOE is planning on fulfilling the
intergovernmental consultation
requirements described above. However,
at this time, DOE does not believe that
a private and local government fleet
program would have Federalism
implications, nor would it meet the
threshold established for a significant
intergovernmental mandate, which is
whether the aggregate annual
compliance expenditures would equal
or be in excess of $100 million.

Issued in Washington, DC on December 29,
1999.

Thomas J. Gross,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Transportation
Technologies.
[FR Doc. 00–414 Filed 1–11–00; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6450–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 99–NE–61–AD]

RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Rolls-Royce
plc Tay 650–15 Series Turbofan
Engines

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to
Rolls-Royce plc Tay 650–15 series
turbofan engines. This proposal would
establish cyclic life limits for stage 1
high pressure turbine (HPT) and stage 1
low pressure turbine (LPT) disks
operating under new flight plan profiles.
This proposal is prompted by reports
that on some engines disk cracks in the
stage 1 HPT and stage 1 LPT could
initiate and propagate at a faster rate
than forecast under the flight plan
profiles originally published at the time
the engine design was certified. The
actions specified by the proposed AD
are intended to prevent crack initiation
and propagation leading to turbine disk
failure, which could result in an
uncontained engine failure and damage
to the aircraft.
DATES: Comments must be received by
March 13, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments to the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA),
New England Region, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Attention: Rules
Docket No. 99–NE–61–AD, 12 New
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA
01803–5299. Comments may also be
submitted to the Rules Docket by using
the following Internet address: ‘‘9-ane-
adcomment@faa.gov’’. Comments may
be inspected at this location between
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James Lawrence, Aerospace Engineer,
Engine Certification Office, FAA, Engine
and Propeller Directorate, 12 New
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA
01803–5299; telephone 781–238–7176,
fax 781–238–7199.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited

Interested persons are invited to
participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
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they may desire. Communications
should identify the Rules Docket
number and be submitted to the address
specified above. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments, specified above, will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this notice may be changed in light
of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket Number 99–NE–61–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs
Any person may obtain a copy of this

NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, New England Region, Office of the
Regional Counsel, Attention: Rules
Docket No. 99–NE–61–AD, 12 New
England Executive Park, Burlington, MA
01803–5299.

Discussion
The Civil Aviation Authority (CAA),

which is the airworthiness authority for
the United Kingdom (UK), recently
notified the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) that an unsafe
condition may exist on Rolls-Royce plc
(R–R) Tay 650–15 series turbofan
engines. The CAA advises that on
engines installed on Fokker F.28 Mark
0100 (F100) series airplanes cracks
could initiate and propagate at a faster
rate than forecast under the flight plan
profiles originally published at the time
the engine design was certified. These
published flight plan profiles, A and B,
provide cyclic life limits for affected
engine components, specifically the
stage 1 high pressure turbine (HPT), part
numbers (P/Ns) JR32013 and JR33838,
and stage 1 low pressure turbine (LPT)
disks, P/N JR32318A. Rolls-Royce has
developed two new flight plan profiles,
C and D, and published life limits for
the stage 1 HPT and stage 1 LPT disks
associated with operating under those
new flight plan profiles. The FAA has
determined that three domestic engines

must be categorized as having operated
under flight plan profiles C and D, as
described in the R–R Tay Engine
Manual, 70–01–10, pages 1–10. Engines
operating under flight plan profiles C
and D have faster HPT and LPT disk
crack initiation and propagation rates
than engines operated under flight plan
profiles A or B. Therefore, the FAA has
determined that the stage 1 HPT and
stage 1 LPT disks must be removed from
these three domestic engines at lower
cyclic life limits than if operated under
flight plan profiles A or B. This
condition, if not corrected, could result
in crack initiation and propagation
leading to turbine disk failure, which
could result in an uncontained engine
failure and damage to the aircraft.

CAA Airworthiness Directive (AD)
Differences with This Proposed Rule

The CAA issued AD 004–07–99 on
July 20, 1999, in order to assure the
airworthiness of R–R Tay 650–15 series
turbofan engines in the UK. The CAA
AD published a drawdown plan which
allows operators with engines near or
slightly over the reduced life limit to
remove those disks from service in a
scheduled, but safe manner. The three
engines operated on aircraft of US
registry do not have disks that are
approaching the new, lower cyclic life
limits, therefore, this proposed rule does
not contain a drawdown schedule, but
only establishes the cyclic life limits for
the new flight plan profiles.

Bilateral Airworthiness Agreement

This engine model is manufactured in
the UK and is type certificated for
operation in the United States under the
provisions of § 21.29 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.29)
and the applicable bilateral
airworthiness agreement. Pursuant to
this bilateral airworthiness agreement,
the CAA has kept the FAA informed of
the situation described above. The FAA
has examined the findings of the CAA,
reviewed all available information, and
determined that AD action is necessary
for products of this type design that are
certificated for operation in the United
States.

Proposed Actions

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other engines of the same
type design registered in the United
States, the proposed AD would establish
life limits for stage 1 HPT and stage 1
LPT disks operated under the new flight
plan profiles, C and D, require removing
from service stage 1 HPT and stage 1
LPT disks prior to reaching new, lower

cyclic life limits, and replacing those
disks with serviceable parts.

Economic Analysis

There are approximately 242 engines
of the affected design in the worldwide
fleet. The FAA estimates that 3 engines
installed on aircraft of U.S. registry
would be affected by this proposed AD,
that the prorated life reduction would
cost $26,658 per engine. Based on these
figures, the total cost impact of the
proposed AD on U.S. operators is
estimated to be $79,974.

Regulatory Impact

This proposal does not have
federalism implications, as defined in
Executive Order No. 13132, because it
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government.
Accordingly, the FAA has not consulted
with state authorities prior to
publication of this proposal.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.
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§ 39.13 [Amended]
2. Section 39.13 is amended by

adding the following new airworthiness
directive:
Rolls-Royce plc: Docket No. 99–NE–61–AD.

Applicability: Rolls-Royce plc (R–R) Tay
650–15 series turbofan engines, with stage 1
high pressure turbine (HPT) disks, part
numbers (P/Ns) JR32013 and JR33838, and
stage 1 low pressure turbine (LPT) disks,
P/N JR32318A. These engines are installed
on but not limited to Fokker F.28 Mark 0100
(F100) series aircraft.

Note 1: This airworthiness directive (AD)
applies to each engine identified in the
preceding applicability provision, regardless
of whether it has been modified, altered, or
repaired in the area subject to the
requirements of this AD. For engines that
have been modified, altered, or repaired so
that the performance of the requirements of
this AD is affected, the owner/operator must
request approval for an alternative method of
compliance in accordance with paragraph (c)
of this AD. The request should include an
assessment of the effect of the modification,
alteration, or repair on the unsafe condition
addressed by this AD; and, if the unsafe
condition has not been eliminated, the
request should include specific proposed
actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent crack initiation and
propagation leading to turbine disk failure,
which could result in an uncontained engine
failure and damage to the aircraft,
accomplish the following:

Flight Plan Profile C
(a) Remove from service stage 1 HPT disks,

P/Ns JR32013 and JR33838, and stage 1 LPT
disks, P/N JR32318A, operated under flight
plan profile C, as defined in the R–R Tay
Engine Manual, 70–01–10, pages 1–10, prior
to accumulating 18,000 cycles-since-new
(CSN), and replace with serviceable parts.

Flight Plan Profile D
(b) Remove from service stage 1 HPT disks,
P/Ns JR32013 and JR33838, and stage 1 LPT
disks, P/N JR32318A, operated under flight
plan profile D, as defined in the R–R Tay
Engine Manual, 70–01–10, pages 1–10, prior
to accumulating 14,250 CSN, and replace
with serviceable parts.

Alternative Methods of Compliance
(c) An alternative method of compliance or

adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Engine
Certification Office (ECO). Operators shall
submit their request through an appropriate
FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector, who
may add comments and then send it to the
Manager, ECO.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the ECO.

Ferry Flights

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with §§ 21.197 and 21.199 of the

Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR 21.197
and 21.199) to operate the aircraft to a
location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Issued in Burlington, Massachusetts, on
January 5, 2000.
Thomas A. Boudreau,
Acting Manager, Engine and Propeller
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 00–601 Filed 1–11–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 99–NM–196–AD]

RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Airbus Model
A330 and A340 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to all
Airbus Model A330 and A340 series
airplanes. This proposal would require
repetitive detailed visual and ultrasonic
inspections of the main landing gear
(MLG) to detect fatigue cracks; and
repair, if necessary. This proposal also
would require replacement of certain
nose landing gear (NLG) handwheel
controllers with new controllers;
replacement of certain placards with
new placards; installation of steering
angle recording software; corrective
action for exceeding certain steering
angles; and an AFM revision to limit the
nose wheel steering angle for pushback
and towing and to limit the nose wheel
steering for powered turns. This
proposal is prompted by issuance of
mandatory continuing airworthiness
information by a foreign civil
airworthiness authority. The actions
specified by the proposed AD are
intended to prevent MLG failure due to
fatigue cracking, which could result in
reduced structural capability of the
airplane and collapse of the MLG.
DATES: Comments must be received by
February 11, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM–114,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 99–NM–
196–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055–4056.
Comments may be inspected at this

location between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
Airbus Industrie, 1 Rond Point Maurice
Bellonte, 31707 Blagnac Cedex, France.
This information may be examined at
the FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Norman B. Martenson, Manager,
International Branch, ANM–116, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, 1601
Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington
98055–4056; telephone (425) 227–2110;
fax (425) 227–1149.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited
Interested persons are invited to

participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications shall
identify the Rules Docket number and
be submitted in triplicate to the address
specified above. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments, specified above, will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this notice may be changed in light
of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket Number 99–NM–196–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs
Any person may obtain a copy of this

NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
ANM–114, Attention: Rules Docket No.
99–NM–196–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue,
SW., Renton, Washington 98055–4056.

Discussion
The Direction Générale de l’Aviation

Civile (DGAC), which is the
airworthiness authority for France,
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